A Guide to the Internet

Eight Websites to go to if you’re really bored

By David Lu

Ahhhh, the dog days of summer… there’s nothing but rest and relaxation… and not much else. What is there to do when you can’t get out of your house? Read? Sleep? Eat? While these things sound tempting, there’s a whole another world out there that not many people have heard of: The Internet [dramatic chord]. 

The Internet has a lot of things to do. There’s news, fan websites, online stores, auctions, games, mp3s. But what do you do if you have no interest in reading stuff online when you can read a newspaper? Or if you don’t really care who the #1 N SYNC fan is. Maybe you don’t have any money or a fast enough web connection to download incredibly large files. So here are a few relatively interesting websites that you may find amusing. And hey, it’s better than mowing the lawn again. 

Center for the Easily Amused: htttp://www.amused.com
On this page you can beat up Bill Gates, learn how to say I am crazy in hundreds of languages and torture animated fish. There’s also links to pathetic web pages like the Best Public Toilet Site, The Yellow Car Site, and The Pi Club.

Today’s Chuckle: http://www.todayschuckle.com/tcjoke.htm
In addition to other features, this website provides many good jokes. In case you ever wondered what happened when the priest and the rabbi walk into the bar, or what the funniest bumper stickers are (Not tonight honey, I have a modem). 

TimmyBigHands.com: http://www.timmybighands.com
Here's another odd humor site that was made by a guy who was on Mystery Science Theater. My favorite part; Kill a Guy II, the ultimate first person killing game. In a world where Perfect Dark is the hottest selling videogame, its good to know that there are games like that on the Internet for free. The game play is simple. Click on the guy, he’s dead. How amusing. 

Babel fish AltaVista Translations: http://babelfish.altavista.com/translate.dyn
To add a little culture to the article, a website with a practical application: you can send messages to your friends in Portuguese and they’ll have no idea what you’re saying. The site is named for the Babel fish. For those of you who are really cultured, the Babel fish is from the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. [Mit diesem Programm können Sie fast alles sagen. La maggior parte dei lettori non tradurranno questa frase.  O autor deste artigo deve ganhar um prêmio de Pulitzer para proeminente a escrita] But be careful with what you say. A phrase like, “tickled to death,” could translate to “scratch me till I die.”

How to keep an Idiot busy: http://junior.apk.net/~jbarta/idiot/idiot.html
Spend hours and hours trying to figure out how to click a button. If you don’t think this sounds entertaining, go to the site and see for yourself. 

The Nitpicker’s Site: http://www.nitpickers.com
Ever feel sorry for yourself and you think you’re wasting your whole life? Feel better because there are people who waste more time than you do. The Nitpicker’s Site contains thousands upon thousands of little mistakes and hidden things in movies. Every little editing mistake, special effects glitch, plot hole and hidden joke is outlined on the site. You can find out all the mistakes Neo made in The Matrix and that Qui-Gon Ginn was talking into a Gillette razor for women and even find out the plot hole in the end of Mission: Impossible 2 involving the guy with stock options. 

The Funny Pages: http://www.cs.virginia.edu/~bah6f/funnies/
Here’s a page with a plethora of weird jokes, and humor. Might I recommend, “If Dr. Seuss wrote an episode of Star Trek.”

And one last one just for the heck of it…

Spark Notes: http://www.sparksnotes.com/
Be sure to check out this site for “help” with famous works of literature. Contains summaries and other useful info. This way you can “check your answers” to make sure that you have no mistakes in the reports you’ve been frantically writing the last two weeks of summer for your AP classes. 

